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Mt. Chapter of NASW

Report from Mary McCue, lobbyist

NASW Generally

HB 485, sponsored by Rep. Deb Kottel and introduced at the request of NASW, prohibits a person from using the title "social worker" unless the person has the requisite educational background.  The bill has passed the House and was heard in the Senate Business, Labor, and Economic Affairs Committee.  The bill was subsequently tabled by that committee.

SB 434, sponsored by Sen. Vicki Cocchiarella, provides for licensure and regulation of marriage and family therapists.  NASW opposed the bill when it was heard in the Senate.  As the urging of NASW, the bill was amended to restore the third social worker member to the licensure board and delete the broad grandfather provision the bill contained.   The bill has passed the Senate and was heard in the House Business and Labor Committee on March 30.  The committee has not yet acted on the bill.

SB 342, sponsored by Sen. Carolyn Squires, requires fingerprint criminal background checks for social workers and licensed professional counselors.  The bill had no opposition in the Senate or House.  However, it was amended in the House to coordinate the bill with HB 668 that would allow all licensure boards to require fingerprint background checks.  The bill has been returned to the Senate with those amendments.

NASW is monitoring this bill.

The State Budget

Second reading Senate floor action on HB 820 and the other appropriation bills is scheduled for this week on Wednesday and Thursday, April 11 and 12, with third reading planned for Saturday, April 14.

Go to http://leg.state.mt.us/css/fiscal/default.asp to view the current information that may be available on state budget status.

The four surviving appropriations bills are:

HB 809, sponsored by Rep. Bill Glaser, contains biennial funding for K-12 education.  It is to be scheduled for second reading in the Senate April 11 or 12.

HB 818, sponsored by Rep. Janna Taylor, contains biennial funding for the legislative branch.  It is to be scheduled for second reading in the Senate April 11 or 12.

HB 819, sponsored by Rep. Janna Taylor, contains biennial funding for the judicial branch. It is to be scheduled for second reading in the Senate April 11 or 12.

HB 820, sponsored by Rep. Janna Taylor, contains biennial funding for DPHHS and other executive branch agencies.  It is to be scheduled for second reading in the Senate April 11 or 12.

Section B of HB 820 contains the DPHHS budget.  At this point in the process, the bill leaves the Joint Subcommittee action essentially intact, except for the following changes:

· no funding for the STEP program is included;
· $3 M more in I-149 funding restored to the Big Sky Rx program; this is $5 M below the governor’s original proposal;
· one-time-only $750,000 general fund per year for aging services at the Area Offices on Aging;
· one-time-only $536,523 general fund per year for family planning services; 
· $111,000 less available from the I-146 tobacco settlement account; this reduces the four new prevention services--public health home visiting, newborn screening, dental access, and mental health--by $15,000 to $20,000.
Other Bills of General Interest to NASW

HB 801, sponsored by Rep. Gary MacLaren, would create a refundable income tax credit equal to 50% of medical insurance premiums paid by a taxpayer whose gross household income is less than or equal to 200% FPL.  The bill passed the House and was heard this week in the Senate Taxation Committee.  

SB 22, sponsored by Sen. Dan Weinberg by request of the CFHHS Interim Committee, was amended to expand CHIP eligibility from current level 150% to 175% of the federal poverty level effective July 1, 2007.  It passed the Senate and was heard last week in the House Appropriations Committee. 

SB 85, sponsored by Sen. Trudi Schmidt, would revise the crime of endangering the welfare of children by including methamphetamine-related child endangerment, providing penalties for endangerment of up to $10,000 or up to $25,000 and up to 10 years in jail if a child suffers serious bodily injury.  The bill has passed both House and Senate and been signed into law.
SB 419, sponsored by Sen. Greg Lind, would allow children to remain covered by their parent's health insurance to age 26.  The bill passed the Senate, was amended by the House to set the age at 25, and has been returned to the Senate for acceptance of the amendment.

SB 498, sponsored by Sen. Christine Kaufmann, would establish a group in DPHHS to design a universal health care system for all Montanans and to develop implementing legislation.   The bill has passed the Senate and was heard last week in the House Appropriations Committee. 

Mental Health
HJ 26, sponsored by Rep. Tim Callahan, would request an interim committee or staff study to develop an implementation plan for mental health care for adults and youth in the criminal and juvenile justice systems. The bill has passed both House and Senate and been enacted into law.

HJ 50, sponsored by Rep. Arlene Becker, requests an appropriate interim committee study Montana's psychiatric pre-commitment examination, detention, and treatment process and costs.  The bill was heard in the House Local Government Committee and has passed that committee.

SB 45, sponsored by Sen. Dan Weinberg request of DPHHS, revises laws governing inpatient behavioral health facilities.  It permits designated areas within other health facilities, providing for professional persons to determine the need for BIFS, and allows a county attorney to direct a person to a facility for voluntary treatment.  The bill has passed the House and Senate and been enacted into law.

SB 93, sponsored by Sen. Gerald Pease, would provide funding of $70,000 per year for the three service area authorities.  It has passed the Senate and was heard last week in the House Appropriations Committee.

SB 149, sponsored by Sen. Bill Tash by request of the Departments of Corrections and DPHHS, establishes a forensic STEP program for the examination and treatment of mentally ill offenders.  It would provide a secure residential treatment facility through renovation of the Xanthopoulos Building at Warm Springs.   The bill passed the Senate and was heard last week in the House Appropriations Committee.  Funding for STEP is not presently included in the budget.
SB 382, sponsored by Sen. Jesse Laslovich, authorizes the creation of mental health treatment courts for offenders with a mentally disorder.  It implements accountability and treatment guidelines for offenders and creates procedural guidelines for district court judges.  The bill passed the Senate and was heard in the House Judiciary Committee which last week passed the bill. 

SJ 27, sponsored by Sen. Dan Weinberg, is a joint Senate and House resolution requesting an interim committee study on mental health funding issues between the federal and state governments.  The outcome would be to improve funding efficiencies to building an integrated, comprehensive public mental health system in Montana.  It was heard last week in the Senate Finance and Claims Committee.

Child Abuse and Neglect

HB 82, sponsored by Rep. John Parker, would revise and broaden the definition of child pornography in child sexual abuse.  The bill has passed the House and Senate and been enacted into law.

HB 91, sponsored by Rep. Edith Clark and requested by DPHHS, revises the child abuse and neglect laws to comply with federal law by allowing audio and video testimony.  It   clarifies the requirements concerning notice by certain professionals of drug-affected infants.  It has passed the House and Senate and sent to the governor for his signature.

HB 98, sponsored by Rep. Eve Franklin and requested by DPHHS, would establish an care account to reduce out-of-home placements of high-risk children with multi-agency service needs.  The bill has passed the House and Senate and been enacted into law.

SB 27, sponsored by Sen. John Esp by request of DPHHS, clarifies the right of a grandparent to have contact with a grandchild to comply with decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court and the Montana Supreme Court.  The bill has passed the Senate, been amended by the House, and returned to the Senate for acceptance of the amendments.

SB 31, sponsored by Sen. John Esp by request of DPHHS, allows continued custody of a child by the child's caretaker relative following voluntary surrender of the child by a parent of the child under circumstances indicating abandonment.  The bill has passed the Senate, been amended by the House, and returned to the Senate for acceptance of the amendments.

Suicide Prevention

HB 365, sponsored by Rep. Bill Jones, would fund a voluntary mental health screening and suicide prevention program for youth.  It was tabled by the House Appropriations Committee and missed the deadline for transmittal for appropriation bills.

SB 478, sponsored by Sen. Dan Weinberg, requires DPHHS to implement a comprehensive suicide prevention program, including a prevention officer, a comprehensive suicide reduction plan, and a 24-hour suicide prevention hotline.

The bill has passed the Senate, been amended by the House, and returned to the Senate for acceptance of the amendments.

Community Health Centers

HB 406, sponsored by Rep. Edith Clark, expand access to health care services by establishing a competitive grant program for Community Health Centers and Tribal Centers.  These health centers offers medical, dental, and mental health services based on ability to pay.  The bill originally requested $4 million general fund for the biennium, but has been amended to $1.3 million.  The bill passed the House and was heard this week in the Senate Finance and Claims Committee.  
HB 57, sponsored by Rep. Eve Franklin by request of the DPHHS, requires the Department to purchase liability insurance for foster parents who are providing foster care or therapeutic foster care for a youth under18 years of age placed by a state agency.  The bill appropriates $70,000 general fund each year of the 2009 biennium to purchase the insurance.  The bill has passed the House and Senate and been transmitted to the governor for his signature.  

SB 504, sponsored by Sen. Christine Kaufmann, revises support services for youth foster homes and kinship foster homes.  The bill passed the Senate and was heard in the House Human Services Committee. 

HB 622, sponsored by Rep. Tom McGillvray, would require review of a proposed mandated benefit (including mental health mandates), a proposed change to a mandated benefit, and to existing mandated benefits by the Commissioner of Insurance.  The bill passed the House, was heard in the Senate Public Health, Welfare and Safety Committee and tabled the same day as the hearing.  NASW testified against the bill.

HB 769, requested by Rep. Bob Lake, would require mandatory registration and licensure of alternative adolescent residential or outdoor programs, provide for background investigations of certain employees and managers, direct the Dept. of Labor and Industry to adopt rules regarding program criteria and inspection for licensure every three years, and require proof of insurance.  The bill has passed the House and Senate.

SB 288, sponsored by Sen. Trudi Schmidt, would revise the Board of Private Alternative Adolescent Residential or Outdoor Programs, require a license for the programs, and provide for a background investigation of employees. The bill passed the Senate, was heard in the House Education Committee, and tabled by that committee.

HJ 56, sponsored by Rep. Diane Sands, is a joint resolution requesting an interim study of community health centers and the ways in which the state could expand access to health care services through the community health center model.  The bill has been referred to the House Appropriations Committee.

