Montana Mental Health Caucus Meeting
          When: Tuesday, November 23rd, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
            Where: Secretary of State’s Conference Room (2nd floor of Capital Building, head to the Secretary of State’s Office)
           

Draft Meeting Notes

Present:
· Margaret Morgan; MT Licensed Clinical Professional Counselors Association 

· Kathy McGowan; EMT MHC, WMMHC, MSPOA, MCAA
· Matt Kuntz; MT Chapter NAMI 

· John Wilkinson; MT NASW 

· Dennis Taylor; MT Children’s Initiative (MCI)
· Anita Roessmann; MT Disability Rights Montana 
· Dan Ladd; Addictive and Mental Disorders Division 
· Deb Matteucci; DPHHS/DOC
· Lois Steinbeck; Legislative Fiscal Division (LFD) 
· Kris Wilkinson; LFD
· Tara Veazey; Montana Budget and Policy Center

 

Agenda
· 10:00-10:15 Introductions & Review of Agenda
Introductions made, John Wilkinson, NASW MT served as Caucus “convener.” 
· 10:15-10:30 Discuss draft Unified Caucus Statement
Matt Kuntz presented his draft statement to the caucus, please see attachment (link to “Caucus Statement-NAMI draft” pdf) for details. There was agreement that maintaining current level funding for existing programs is a priority, and Dan Ladd distributed the Service Area Authorities Legislative Priorities for 2011 which state similar priorities. These priorities are in an attached document (link to “SAA 2011 Legislative Priorities” pdf). John Wilkinson also dispersed the Caucus statement from the last legislative session in order to help provide insight into previous common ground, and this statement is attached (link to “2009 Caucus Statement” pdf) for further review. Kathy McGowan stated that she would work on the next draft and integrate the SAA legislative priorities and past Caucus statement into Matt Kuntz’s draft. The aspect of the children’s system was brought up in relation to the statement, and it was voiced that the statement does not currently seem to address children.  It was proposed to bring up and integrate key children’s issues into the statement.
· 10:30-11:20 Lois Steinbeck and Kris Wilkinson Presentations & Questions
The Caucus was given an overview of the state budget, revenue, and DPHHS budget.  Please see attached documents (link to “LFD Budget Update and Options” pdf followed by “LFD-Revenue and DPHHS Expenditures” pdf) for details. Provider rates and the AMDD budget were also discussed to provide a general synopsis. Details are attached (link to “Provider rate changes and AMDD Budget comparison” pdf). From the overview, it was reasoned that the government will most likely look at services for cuts in DPHHS because services comprise three quarters of DPHHS’s expenditures. In addition, the federal match rate for Medicaid services is decreasing because Montana is comparatively doing better than other states. This again hurts the budget picture. 
The Health Insurance Flexibility and Accountability (HIFA) waiver will probably be approved. The funding for MHSP was supposed to shift over to finance the HIFA waiver. However, MHSP funding has not been reduced, and the HIFA waiver is funded through other means. In this regard, there is an increase in mental health funding, but it may be taken away since it was not planned on.
The Legislative Finance Committee is unanimously suggesting a 5% reduction plan. In addition, there is already a plan of reducing the DPHHS budget by $22 million. However, these cuts are not additive upon one another; the 5% reduction that has already occurred from the governor’s spending freeze can count towards both the 5% reduction plan and the $22 million cut. 
Healthy Montana Kids comprises all children eligible for Medicaid and CHIP. Very little state special revenue has been used for expansion groups and the increased enrollment. There needs to be a change in law for state special revenue to be used on expansion. However, there could be legislation to free up the money for use outside the realm of children’s health.
· 11:45-12:30 Tara Veazey Presentation & Questions
Tara Veazey provided information about the Partnership for Montana’s Future Coalition. This is a coalition of a broad array of groups that can agree on certain basic issues surrounding the upcoming legislative session.

· There is a revenue crisis, not a budget crisis. The term budget crisis often instills a sense of irresponsible spending, and the desire to make strong cuts in government spending can ensue. Tara Veazey rather suggested framing the situation as a revenue crisis which is more accurate and helps remove the stigma of an overly inflated government budget. 
· A balanced approach is also called for.  Cuts alone will not suffice and can lead to serious system problems. In addition, groups end up fighting each other over bread crumbs when there is a cuts-only based approach. There needs to be common sense ways to raise revenue, and taxing does not necessarily need to be an option. Closing loopholes and proposals to collect taxes that are owed are options.  
· Groups need to voice that they care about government. It tax committee meetings, all the people present are those with the interest of reducing taxes, thereby decreasing the budget. Need more representation in favor of government services.
Please see the attached document (link to “Partnership for Montana's Future” pdf) for more details and a list of coalition members.

Matt Kuntz asked Tara she could establish a white paper regarding the impact of the revenue crisis on mental health. It would be beneficial during the legislative session to have figures that indicate the impact on the mental health system. Although the Montana Budget and Policy Center is stretched beyond its means, Tara said that she would look into the possibility.
· Next Steps/Follow Up
The Caucus plans to hold the next meeting on Monday, December 13th from 10-1pm.
