[image: image1.jpg]MNASW

National Association of Social Workers





CAMPAIGNING FOR CHAPTER AND NATIONAL POSITIONS

DO’S AND DON’TS FOR CANDIDATES

DO:
1. Secure individual member endorsements.

2. Obtain WRITTEN permission to publicize individual member endorsements.

3. Maintain association standards of taste and decorum in the preparation of printed materials.

4. Utilize NASW mailing lists/labels, at your expense, in conducting campaign mailings.

5. Inquire(if your chapter reports your candidacy in its newsletter or invites you to appear to speak at a chapter activity(if your opponent has been offered the same opportunity.  Refer chapter officials to the Election Standards and Procedures for National Leadership and the Standards for NASW Chapter Nomination & Elections, which addresses newsletters and promotional material. 

6. Submit Campaign Financial Report to the national office by May 18 for national election and by the date specified by the chapter for chapter elections. Failure to do so may disqualify a candidate from being seated.

7. Submit Campaign Expenditure Report, which includes mailing, telephone, and travel costs as well as in-kind expenses by date specified by the chapter.
DON’T:
1. Personally attack other candidates.

2. Use Association-elected or -appointed titles in presenting individual member endorsements.

3. Ask members of NCNLI, the National Board of Directors, or National/chapter staff to endorse or support candidates. They may not do so.

4. Request that NASW chapters, committees, commissions, etc., endorse candidates. They may not do so.

5. Exceed $3,000 (for national elections), or $500 (for chapter elections), in personal campaign expenditures.

6. Use any Association-related materials or stationery in campaign mailings.

7. Use NASW National- or Chapter-created or administered listservs or e-mail addresses to promote NASW candidates for office at this time. Such use is prohibited.
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